
President Obama
speaking about the
role of Muslim
leaders at a recent
conference in the
White House:

Dear Friends,
Salam alaikum/greetings of peace:

I couldn’t agree more with President Obama’s statement that
I quote on the left. And in light of increasing hate crimes
against American Muslims—including the murder of three
young people in Chapel Hill—we must do more to prevent
violence, both from within the Muslim community by
Muslim extremists, and from outside the Muslim community
by anti-Muslim extremists who target Muslims, by increasing
education about Islam and Muslims and by Muslim
interreligious engagement.

That’s what ING does: educating about Islam through our
Islamic Speakers Bureau, fostering religious literacy and
interreligious engagement through our Interfaith Speakers
Bureau, and promoting cultural sensitivity towards Muslims
through our Cultural Diversity Seminars.

And our new INGYouth program provides Muslim youth
with solid Islamic knowledge and identity to empower them
to counter anti-Muslim prejudice and to keep them from
embracing extremist ideologies, instilling in them the
confidence to become proud Muslims and proud Americans.

I am now prioritizing two goals for ING:
• to strengthen and grow the affiliate network that carries
on ING’s work throughout the country, and
• to build a sustainable financial foundation for ING’s
work to ensure that our children live in a world of
intercultural understanding, mutual respect, and peace. 

The following pages update you on ING’s work and the many
ways you can contribute to and join our Network. Please feel
free to write to me with your feedback and questions.

Sincerely,
Maha Elgenaidi | CEO and Chairman

“
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________…we must do more to prevent violence, 

both from within the Muslim community by Muslim extremists, and from outside the
Muslim community by anti-Muslim extremists who target Muslims, by increasing
education about Islam and Muslims and by Muslim interreligious engagement.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________”

“
_________________________________

So just as leaders like
myself reject the notion
that terrorists like ISIL
genuinely represent Islam,
Muslim leaders need to do
more to discredit the
notion… that there’s an
inherent clash in
civilizations. Everybody
has to speak up very
clearly… to reject the
narratives of violent
extremists… As we go
forward, we need to find
new ways to amplify the
voices of peace and
tolerance and inclusion;
we've got to discredit
[extremist] ideologies. We
have to tackle them head
on…honestly and clearly.

_________________________________”
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Investing in our endowment
increases Islamic literacy and 
Muslim interreligious engagement
As of April, 2015, $638,000 has been pledged towards our endowment,
of which 75% will be deposited into the endowment account, while
25% has gone to operations. Dozens of people from across the country have pledged these funds; may
God reward them immeasurably. 

Monies from the endowment are kept in perpetuity in Shariah-compliant funds whose earnings, ranging
between 5% and 12%, will sustain the organization and its affiliates across the country.

Anyone giving over $100 towards the endowment will be named “Founder” of the endowment in
perpetuity. Donors in higher ranges will be named accordingly and given rights that may include sitting
on the board of the ING endowment.

We urge you to invest generously to continue the important work of educating about Islam and Muslims
and pushing back against extremist narratives. Attitudes towards Muslims will improve only through
sustained and expanded efforts by American Muslims towards education and interreligious engagement. 

For more information about the InG endowment 
or to donate to the endowment, please visit

http://www.ing.org/donate-now.

endowment Fund

Endowment Fund

“ I learned how to stand up for myself, 
and answer people’s questions about Islam. ”~ Youth

Building the Islamic identity of
Muslim youth and empowering
their parents 
Between 50% and 70% of Muslim youth report having been bullied
on the basis of their religion or ethnicity, well above the average of
28% for students in general. Recent research shows that bullying
has not only immediate adverse psychological consequences but
also damaging effects on children’s neurological development.

In response, ING launched the INGYouth program in January, 2015.
Five pilot workshops have been held in the San Francisco Bay Area,
Cincinnati, and Orlando, and the response has been enthusiastic:

INGYouth
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Muslim youth
rehearsing the

delivery of answers
to difficult questions

about Islam at an
INGYouth workshop



The goals of the INGYouth program are to 
increase young American Muslims' Islamic
LIterACY by providing them and their parents 
with tools for supplementing education about 
Islam in classrooms, while help ing them respond to
frequently asked questions about Muslims and their
faith. The tools also help prevent extremism, which 
is often based on ignorance of authentic religious
teachings. The program is also designed to build
youth COnFIDenCe in their Islamic identities while
inspiring in both them and their parents ACtIOn
towards bridge-building between American Muslims
and people of other faiths and backgrounds.

To help facilitate the INGYouth program, we
developed a skill-building workshop for youth 
and their parents to help them proactively respond 
to the challenges relating to the current political
environment concerning Muslims and their faith, 
as well as a website containing resources, content,
and tools that are addressed in the workshop.

we are now ready to expand the InGYouth workshops across the country. 
Look for announcements on our website at 

http://www.ing.org/welcome-to-ingyouth-program.
to hold an InGYouth workshop in your town, contact us at youth@ing.org

INGYouth continued

“ This subject matter is crucial…
especially in light of the political and social impact on the Muslim individual, families,

community, and population as a whole. Thank you for holding these workshops. ”~ Parent
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Muslim youth rehearsing the delivery of answers to 
difficult questions about Islam at an INGYouth workshop

ING youth trainer at an INGYouth workshop



Over 35,000 reached 
face to face in 2012-2014,
positively changing 
perceptions of Muslims
Most importantly, our programs and presentation
clearly improve attitudes about Islam and Muslims 
and so prevent hate and other forms of bigotry. Our
educational presentations don’t just provide information,
they foster personal encounters that improve perceptions
and build positive images of American Muslims. The
following charts show the dramatic impact of ING
presentations on students’ perceptions of and attitudes
toward Islam and Muslims. 

InG Impact

ING maintains two bureaus: 
the Islamic Speakers Bureau,
established in 1993, providing
individual speakers on topics
related to Muslims and Islamic
perspectives; and the Interfaith
Speakers Bureau (IFSB), established
in 2007, providing panels of up to
five participants on five major
world religions: Buddhism,
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and
Judaism. Over the two-year period
from 2012 to 2014, the ratio of
audiences served by ISB to those
served by IFSB was 71% to 29%.

http://www.ing.org/impact (2012-2014 Two Year Impact Report, p.5)
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ING Speaker delivering an ING presentation

“ I wanted students to learn about
who Muslims really are and dispel the stereotypes that they hear in the media. 
The students were surprised to learn about the rights that Muslim women 
have and to learn about how fundamentalism is not the norm.

~ High School Teacher

”



ING Impact continued
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InG increases
knowledge of Islam
and Muslims
ING surveys show a dramatic shift in
perceptions after an ING presentation.
While only 25% of students report a
“high” level of knowledge of Islam and
Muslims before an ING presentation,
this jumps by 148% after a presentation,
to 62%. The percentage of those
believing they have only “minimal”
knowledge of Islam and Muslims falls
by 76%, from 29% to 7%.

http://www.ing.org/impact (2012-2014 Two Year Impact Report, p.7)

“
All sections of the presentation were relevant –

the speakers' overview of their faith was helpful for context, and
the Q and A session was excellent, as it gave kids the opportunity
to dig deeper and practice asking critical questions.

~ High School Teacher

”

ING Speaker delivering an ING presentation



InG positively changes
perceptions of Muslims
Surveys also show a change in specific perceptions;
for instance, the percentage of high school students
believing Muslims have long been part of the history
of this country rises by 74%, from 38% to 66%, while
those who view Muslims as “Americans like myself”
increases by 41%, from 51% to 72%.

http://www.ing.org/impact (2012-2014 Two Year Impact Report, p.9)

http://www.ing.org/impact (2012-2014 Two Year Impact Report, p.10)

ING Impact continued
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“
The Muslim faith is very similar to Christianity,  

which I didn't expect.

~ High School Student

”

ING Speaker delivering an ING presentation



http://www.ing.org/impact (2012-2014 Two Year Impact Report, p.8)

http://www.ing.org/impact (2012-2014 Two Year Impact Report, p.10)

ING Impact continued
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InG dispels stereotypes of
Islam and Muslims
The percentage of those believing that Islam
promotes peace rises by more than a third, from
62% to 84%, while the percentage of those believing
that Muslims view women as inferior plummets by
over 83%, from 18% to 3%.

“
I have a renewed respect for the Islamic faith  

and the dedication and patience of its practitioners.

~ High School Student

”

ING Speaker delivering an ING presentation



ING content is designed to help fulfill state
educational content standards in history and
social studies. When asked if ING content and
presentations were relevant and whether they
“fulfilled what you hoped to convey to the
audience,” 93% of educators thought that they
did an “Excellent” or “Good” job. 

93% of educators rate 
InG content as “excellent”
or “Good”

http://www.ing.org/impact (2012-2014 Two Year Impact Report, p.16)

ING's speaker certification process is designed to
ensure that speakers have both a mastery of content
and the speaking skills needed to convey it
effectively. Requesters’ evaluations of ING speakers
reflect the success of our training and certification
practices. Ninety-six percent of respondents rated
speaker effectiveness as “Excellent” or “Good.” 

96% of educators rate InG
speakers highly effective at
conveying content

ING Impact continued
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http://www.ing.org/impact (2012-2014 Two Year Impact Report, p.4)

ING Interfaith Panel of Speakers



ING Impact continued
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Interfaith Speakers Bureau panels made up a third
of ING’s presentations, providing a live example of
interfaith harmony. Ninety-five percent of
audience members rated interfaith panels
“Excellent” or “Good.” As stated by a student
following a panel: “I have come to realize that the
majority of religious people seek only to make the
world a better place the way they know how.” 

95% of audiences of
Interfaith Speakers Bureau
panels give us high marks

http://www.ing.org/impact (2012-2014 Two Year Impact Report, p.10)

“
Thank you, your ING speakers  

were probably the highlight of the semester. 
Excellent pedagogy, and attention to a diverse classroom audience.

~ College Professor

”

ING Interfaith Panel of Speakers



InG online lesson plans for educators downloaded 
in 25 states across the country
ING presently offers four Muslim curricula online—Getting to Know American Muslims and Their Faith, A
History of Muslims in America, Muslim Contributions to Civilization, andMuslim Women Beyond the
Stereotypes—and two interfaith curricula—Shared Values and Living the Faith. 

Getting to Know 
American Muslims and Their Faith 

An Interactive Curriculum 
for Middle and High Schools

Developed by ING

ING • 3031 Tisch Way, Suite 950 • San Jose, CA 95128 • Phone: 408.296.7312 • 408.296.7313 • www.ing.org

A History of Muslims in America 

An Interactive Curriculum 
for Middle and High Schools

Developed by ING

ING • 3031 Tisch Way, Suite 950 • San Jose, CA 95128 • Phone: 408.296.7312 • 408.296.7313 • www.ing.org

Muslim Contributions to Civilization 

An Interactive Curriculum 
for Middle and High Schools

Developed by ING

ING • 3031 Tisch Way, Suite 950 • San Jose, CA 95128 • Phone: 408.296.7312 • 408.296.7313 • www.ing.org

Muslim Women Beyond the Stereotypes 

An Interactive Curriculum 
for Middle and High Schools

Developed by ING

ING • 3031 Tisch Way, Suite 950 • San Jose, CA 95128 • Phone: 408.296.7312 • 408.296.7313 • www.ing.org

MULTIFAITH CURRICULUM 

Shared Values Among Faiths
Presentation Notes, Discussion Questions and Supplemental Films

ING • 3031 Tisch Way, Suite 950 • San Jose, CA 95128 • Phone: 408.296.7312 • 408.296.7313 • www.ing.org

MULTIFAITH CURRICULUM 

Living the Faith
Presentation Notes, Discussion Questions and Supplemental Films

ING • 3031 Tisch Way, Suite 950 • San Jose, CA 95128 • Phone: 408.296.7312 • 408.296.7313 • www.ing.org

to view the table of contents and first lesson of each lesson plan, go to
http://www.ing.org/7-12.

Online Curriculum
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8,000 unique users a month view 
InG Answers to Frequently Asked
Questions about Islam and Muslims
Also available online to educators and to anyone seeking answers to
questions about Islam and Muslims, Shariah, and other
contemporary issues relating to Muslims, are ING responses to 150+
frequently asked questions (FAQs) about Muslims. Eight thousand
unique users a month—nearly 100,000 a year—view our webpages
containing answers to common questions. 

You can access answers to questions at
http://www.ing.org/7-12.

ING Answers to 
Frequently Asked Questions

about Islam and Muslims

Islamic Networks Group
3031 Tisch Way, Suite 950
San Jose, CA 95128
Fax: 408.296.7313

Phone: 408.296.7312
Website: www.ing.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ing.org
Twitter: twitter.com/ing.org

Affiliates in 21 states use InG programs at local level
ING presently has 24 affiliates in 21 states; our affiliate network is growing, from New York to southern
California. The affiliate program expands the work of ING across the country by providing local Muslim
leaders with the training, materials, 
and methodology that enable 
them to replicate ING’s programs 
in their local area. Embracing 
ING’s mission, values, and 
principles, they use our 
ING content, speaker 
training and certification, 
and methodology to 
deliver their presentations. 

While all ING affiliates 
begin their programs with 
the establishment of a local 
Islamic Speakers Bureau, several affiliates 
have recently moved towards developing an 
Interfaith Speakers Bureau also. Last year, the
ING affiliate in Atlanta launched ING’s Interfaith Speakers Bureau in its area.

Learn more about our affiliates at
http://www.ing.org/affiliates.

Seattle, WA

San Francisco, CA

Santa Barbara, CA

Los Angeles, CA

San Diego, CA

Salt Lake 
City, UT

Phoenix, AZ

Denver, CO

Omaha, NE

Fridley, 
MN

Bettendorf,
IA

Chicago,
IL

Dallas, TX

Ann Arbor,
MI

Newark, NJ

NYC
Philadelphia, 

PA

Louisville, KY

Cincinnati, 
OH

Atlanta, GA

Ocata, FL

Nashville, TN

Delaware

Huntsville, 
AL

Online Curriculum continued

Affiliates
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http://www.facebook.com/ing.org 

http://twitter.com/ING_org

http://www.linkedin.com/company/ing.org

http://plus.google.com/+IngOrg

http://www.youtube.com/user/Islamicnetworksgroup 

3031 Tisch Way, Suite 950
San Jose, CA 95128

408-296-7312

mail@ing.org

http://www.ing.org

Islamic networks Group (InG)
Stay connected with us at:

Join our Network today by:

} Donating: go to https://www.ing.org/donate-now.

} Becoming a speaker for ING in your local town, go to https://www.ing.org/become-speaker;
for one of our affiliates, go to https://www.ing.org/current-affiliates to find contact information
for our affiliates.

} Organizing an InG affiliate in your area, or affiliate your organization with ING: go to
https://www.ing.org/affiliate-overview and contact Marcia Beauchamp at marcia@ing.org.

} Becoming an intern: ING has internships for college-age people in our San Jose office;
contact mail@ing.org.

} volunteering your technical or other skills; contact mail@ing.org.

} Joining our e-newsletters list to keep abreast of developments in educating for religious
literacy and interreligious engagement at http://www.ing.org/newsletter-signup.


