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Getting to Know American'Muslims
and Their Faith

by Sadaf Siddiqg, ING volunteer

Moreau Catholic
High School is a
college-preparatory
school located in
Hayward, CA in the
San Francisco Bay
area. The school
emphasizes a
rigorous program,
preparing students
through academic,
social and spiritual
learning experiences
that form and
transform them into
responsible citizens
of the world.

OUnderstanding the
distinction between
culture and eligion is
very important. Our
school has invited ING
speakers every year
and we ae impessed
with the dedication and
commitment of the
Islamic speakers.O
-- Michael Steeb, theology teache

At Moreau Catholic High two decades of experiencetoo.OThus, an interactive
School on a beautiful as certified speakers of theenvironment was created
Spring dayMichael Steeb, Islamic Speakers Bureau. as students heard about th
a theology teacher practices of Muslims while
welcomed twAmerican  The classroom was colore@sking several questions
Muslim guest speakers to with various cultural during the presentation.
his world religions classes. artifacts including a prayer

The eager students have rug, prayer beads and a In addition to

spent the semester calendar depicting picturessupplementing the course
discussing various of mosques from around  cyrriculum on the study of
religions and this week  the world. world religions, another

was dedicated to a deeper ) tant obiecti fth
understanding of Islam andAmany addressed the ~ 'MpPortant objective ot the

the Muslim world. students with OAs-salam Presentations was to breal
alaykum,O as she began tif®wn stereotypes of
Amany Nasser and Nora presentation by the American Muslims and
Talebi, long-time common Islamic greeting educate students on
volunteers of ING, an Opeace be upon youO. Shgy,slims that go beyond

educational azanization  then asked the students to
that promotes religious respond with O®alaykum
literacy and mutual respectas-salam,O which is the
through presentations to  proper response #rabic
schools, together have ovefor Oand peace be upon y

what the media portrays.

The speakers quizzed the
audience, OSo tell us wha
Qkbu think when you hear

=

N

[

ING ¥ 303 1 Tisch Way, Suite 950, San Jose, CA 95128 ¥ 408.296.73 12 ¥ www.ing.org



http://www.ing.org
http://www.ing.org

dThe ING speakersO] answers were thoughtful and respectful, and provi
clarity to Muslim practices and beliefs that are often misunderstood.O
--Sadaf Siddig, ING volunteer

about women in Islam.O One of the students raisedmany, a naturalizedmerican who grew up in

her hand and replied, OThey are not equal to menEdypt, and Nora, a second generafionerican,

As her classmates nodded in agreemfEmiany both now live in the San Francisco Barea and
began to explain how inequalities between men exemplify the diversity of Muslims who come

and women are usually based less on religion andfrom many countries and represenfefiént

more on social and economic underdevelop-ment.ethnicities.The presentation was further enhanced

She went in depth explaining thefdifences
between culture and religion and how often
cultural practices contradict religious principles
and values. Other questions pertained to the
practice of prayeiStudents asked about the
meaning of prayer and howmerican Muslims
incorporated this practice in their daily lives.

by how they described their role as parents of
American born childrenThe ING speakers and
their families can be bothmerican and Muslim,
and the two are not mutually exclusive.

As examples of prominent Muslims living in the
U.S., Congressman Keith Ellison and Digrid

_ ] Mattson, president of the Islamic Society of North
As anAmerican Muslim myself, | was very America, were discussed and their achievements

anxious to attend the ING presentation. | grew up \yere given attention, demonstrating to the studen
in the BayArea and attended a public high school .. the two identities complement each ather
so | was familiar with the common questions that

were often brought up by my peers when topics  gpatering stereotypes, enriching the views on
relating to Muslims were being discussed. American Muslims, and bringing unity to the

Yet, | had never experienced such questions abouftmMerican and Muslim identities were some of the
Islam and Muslims being answered in the mannersuccessful resglts (_)f the student presentations at
that the ING speakers tookheir answers were ~ Moreau Catholic High

thoughtful and respectful, and provided clarity to S¢N0ol. I can only hope
Muslim practices and beliefs that are often that such understanding
misunderstoodThe comprehensive presentation  Will become a part of all
covered whaAmerican Muslims believe in and  Nigh schools in promoting

how they practice their faith. religious pluralism,
tolerance and appreciatio

MOREAU
CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOL

ING and the Islamic Speakers Bureau

ING is a non-probt, educational organization founded in 1993 that promotes religious literacy and mutual
respect through on-site presentations and interfaith dialogues to academic institutions, community agenci
and other organizations. The Islamic Speakers Bureau is a 16-yeapadram thatteaches about Islam and
Muslim practices throughonsite, interactive presentations with certibed speakdigddle schools, high
schools, colleges and universities are invited to request a speaker to present to their students to enhance
learning and teach critical thinking skills. For more information or to schedule a panel, wigitv.ing.org
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